Church Information
Rectory Hours- Monday – Thursday 10:00am- 3:00 pm - phone 570-462-0809 Closed holidays
Baptisms: Please contact the rectory to arrange a date with the pastor.
Confessions: By appointment, before Divine Liturgy or check your bulletin schedule.
Marriages: Those planning marriages must be active members of the parish, and must contact the
pastor at least 6 months in advance. Marriage preparation for couples is required
Emergencies & Pastoral Care: Please call the pastor if a parishioner is hospitalized or home
bound and is in need of the Eucharist or Anointing of the Sick.
New Parishioners are urged to register in the rectory office. Moving? Change of address? Please
notify the rectory.
Letters of Recommendation: for Sponsors of the sacraments will be issued only to active
members of the parish who are registered with the parish, receiving sacraments and supporting the
parish.
Mass Cards, Sanctuary Lights, and Other Candles etc.: Contact the rectory during office hours
for information.
Questions: Please contact the rectory, or see Msgr. Myron.
Weekly Contributions
Parishes Weekly Income: St. Michael: Contributions - $ 680.50 Construction Fund $20,000 St Nicholas
Mahanoy City Cemetery $500.00 Thank You!
St. Nicholas: Contributions - $1,038.00 Thank You!
Sanctuary Light: St. Nicholas In Memory of +Rosalie Rehnert by Jim & Anna Rehnert
Sanctuary Light: St. Michael God’s Blessings on Michael & Debbie Pytak on the Occasion of their 5th
Wedding Anniversary by Joe & Andrea Pytak
Seven Branch Candlestick- God’s Blessings for & in Memory of the Blaschak & Wolfe Families
4 Lamps of the Iconostas –. God’s Blessings & Good Health for Msgr. Grabowsky.
Lamps of the CrucifixLights of the TetrapodLights of the Tabernacle-

God bless you for your love and devotion to your parish!
Prayer Requests: Please remember those who are shut-ins, those in need, or who are ill or suffering and all those who
have requested our prayers. Please pray for those who put themselves in harm’s way to serve others such as those that
serve in the military protecting our country, firefighters, police, and emergency personal.
St. Michael
Ruth’s Mom *
Eva Koch
Dolores Kozie
Martha Hysock
Sandy Bankes*
Shannon’s Mom*
Matthew Morrisey
St. Nicholas
Peter Kadingo
Margaret Skrincosky
Mary Mistishen
Joseph Luckenbill

Helen O’Connell
Helen Beddall
Irene Flaherty
Tom Prete
Susan Chernesky
Maya Usewicz

Susan Enders
Dolores O’Connell Leahy
Helen Bereschak
Helen Sims
Mary Mazur
Keilbasa Family*

Christine Lenhart*
& Rosemary (Mother)
Bill McAndrew*
Andrea Pytak
Annie Cragen
Irene Yaroma

Laura Seasock

Joseph Salak
Anna Skrincosky
Catherine Washuta
Elizabeth Gulas

Jim Rehnert
Walter Mistishen
Andrew Skrincosky

Mary Kadingo
Metro & Helen Tarris

Items in this bulletin are from Fr. Daniel & St Josephat’s Bulletin , Archbishop Chancery, Vatican Website , Father Fields
Mustard Seeds by M. Kelly & The Church Signs Calendar 2015

Check out our updated website at www.first-ukrainian.com

SAINT MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL UKRAINIAN GREEK CATHOLIC CHURCH
114 South Chestnut Street, Shenandoah, Pennsylvania 17976
SAINT NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER UKRAINIAN GREEK CATHOLIC CHURCH
North Morris Street, Saint Clair, Pennsylvania 17970 Email – stnicholassc@verizon.net
Rectory (570) 462-0809
Fax (570) 462-0517 St. Michael’s Oak St. Hall (570) 462-2424
St. Michael’s Pierogie Hotline (570) 462-2424
Email- stmichaelsukrainian@verizon.net Website- www.first-ukrainian.com
Like us on Facebook@St Michael’s Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
Follow us on twitter @ stmichaelukr
Msgr. Myron Grabowsky – Parish Priest

Sunday, November 13th, 2016 26th Sunday After Pentecost
SAINT MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL WEEKLY SERVICES SCHEDULE

Saturday, November 12th
Sunday, November 13th
Tuesday, November 15th
Wednesday, November 16th
Friday, November 18th
Saturday, November 19th
Sunday, November 20th

3:30pm God’s Blessings on His People
10:30am +Michael Sr. & +Mary Krajcirik by Theresa Krajcirik
No Divine Liturgy
No Divine Liturgy
No Divine Liturgy
3:30pm +Michael & +Anna Smetana by Daughter, Ann
10:30am God’s Blessings on His People

SAINT NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER WEEKLY SERVICES SCHEDULE

Saturday, November 12th
Sunday, November 13th
Monday, November 14th
Thursday, November 17th
Saturday, November 19th
Sunday, November 20th

5:30pm +Louis & +Anna Zucal by Bernadette Bremer & Family
8:30am Deceased Members of the +Dana & +Plasha Families by
Children & Grandchildren
No Divine Liturgy
No Divine Liturgy
5:30pm +Jeanette Stock by Doris Chizmar
8:30am +Mary Toth by Ron & Diane Kalyan

St. Michael’s Lector Schedule:
Saturday, November 12th
Sunday, November 13th
Saturday, November 19th
Sunday, November 20th

Eph 5:9-19
Eph 5:9-19
Eph 6:10-17
Eph 6:10-17

Winifred Mohutsky
Sam Litwak
Nancy Sawka
Michelle Caputo

Eph 5:9-19
Eph 5:9-19
Eph 6:10-17
Eph 6:10-17

Bernadette Bremer
Lauralee Sadusky
Andrew Skrincosky
Dolores Sadusky

St. Nicholas Lector Schedule:
Saturday, November 12th
Sunday, November 13th
Saturday, November 19th
Sunday, November 20th

Upcoming Events – Mark Your Calendars!

Nov 13: How To Put Mercy into Practice

St. Michael:
Christmas Bingo THIS WEEKEND Sunday , November 13th . Doors open at 12 noon Early Bird at
1:15pm Bingo starts at 1:30pm Admission $25.00 *All Players must purchase an admission ticket *Advanced
ticket holders will be entered in a drawing for a Christmas Item . * Special Raffle - Bring non-perishable food
or paper products to get a chance for a special raffle – one chance per item For Tickets call 570-462-0809
Christmas Bingo- Help is needed for Christmas Bingo. Any time you can offer would be appreciated. Your
helping with cooking, set-up or the day of the event would be amazing. We also need desserts for the day of
the event. It would be wonderful if desserts had a Christmas theme, such a Christmas
cookies or cupcakes . If you can help in any way please let Steffy Rarick know, or
contact the rectory.

American Girl Doll Basket Raffle – Tickets for our American Girl Doll Basket
Raffle are now available. Please see Stephanie Rarick or the rectory for Tickets. Tickets
are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00. The basket includes: Lea Clark- the Girl of the Year Doll,
Lea’s Hiking outfit, Lea’s Hike Accessories, Lea’s Accessories, Softball Set, Summer
Hoodie Set, & Chocolate Glasses. Good Luck !

The Jubilee Year of Mercy will end next Sunday.
So what to we do now?
We put into practice all the insights and graces we
have gained during the past twelve months.
It is Saint Paul himself, in his letter to the early
church at Ephesus, who tells us how simple—and
necessary—this is.
“Be kind to one another, compassionate and mutually
forgiving,” he wrote, “just as God has forgiven you in
Christ.” (Ephesians 4:32)
But how difficult is this guidance! Because it’s up to us as individuals to swing the pendulum in the direction
of love and respect for others.
Will you hold the door open for unappreciative people behind? Let arrogant drivers cut in front of you? Greet
strangers with a smile as you go about your day?

Christmas Confessions- at St. Michael’s will be Tuesday, December 13th from 6 to 7 pm.
Pierogie Sale- The next Pierogie Sale will be December 12th. We are already SOLD OUT, but any help you
can give prepping , or working the day of the sale would be appreciated. Thank you.
Donation- We would like to thank William & Irene Mc Andrew for their generous donation to our building
fund.
Donation- We would like to thank Mary and Joseph J. Lesko Charitable Fund, a Donor Advised Fund of the
U.S. Charitable Gift Trust for their generous donation.
Shenandoah Catholic War Veterans Post 1107 is looking for new members. Any members of the Catholic
Faith is eligible to join. Call 570-462-9560 or 570-985-4968 for more information. Thanks – Joe Chowanes

St. Nicholas:
th

St Nicholas Banquet- The traditional St Nicholas Banquet will be held on Sunday, December 4 , 2016. The
dinner will be served at noon by the wait staff of the TNT Deli. The dinner will consist of roast beef, mashed
potatoes, green beans, gravy, cole slaw and bread with butter. Dessert will be cake and coffee and soda are
included. Donation is $12.00 Children 12 and under are free. Tickets available form Janet Buchinsky
beginning 10/23/16.
Christmas Confessions- at St. Nicholas will be Wednesday, December 14th from 6 to 7 pm
Memorial – The staff of the Bachman, Kulik and Reinsmith Funeral Directors have offered a donation In
Memory Of +Helen Salak
Sanctuary Light – Reservations for 2017 are being accepted. Please submit your requests in an envelope
with the $15.00 offering.

For those of you who are unaware, Fr. Myron was in a car accident earlier this week. While he is
recovering Fr. George Worschak will celebrate Divine Liturgy on the weekends.
Weekday liturgies are temporarily suspended until Fr. Myron is feeling better.
Fr. Myron would like to thank everyone for their concern & prayers.

Saint Theresa of Avila offers this advice: “Our Lord asks only two things of us: love for him and for our
neighbor. If we practice these perfectly, we shall be doing his will and so shall be united with him.” (Interior
Castle: V, 3)
Our prayer today: Merciful Lord of us all, help us wrap our thoughts, words and actions within the embrace
of your loving kindness, so that we are pleasing to you this day and always.

Christmas Bingo THIS WEEKEND
Sunday, November 13th, 2016
Doors open at 12 noon
Early Bird at 1:15pm Bingo starts at 1:30pm
Admission $25.00
*All Players must purchase an admission ticket
*Advanced ticket holders will be entered in a drawing for Christmas item .
* Special Raffle - Bring non-perishable food or paper products to get a chance for a special raffle –
one chance per item
Prizes: dinnerware & serving sets, nativity set, lighted trees, illuminated lawn decor, crystals and
stemware, figurines & florals, holiday baking/cookware, giftwrap essentials, house trim, themed
groupings Featured items from Lenox, Waterford, Princess House, Pfaltzgraff and more

St. Michael’s Church Hall 300 W Oak St , Shenandoah, PA
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR

We are familiar with the preparatory period before the Resurrection. This is the "Great Fast" or the "Holy
Forty Days' Fast". The celebration of the birth of our Lord cannot be ascertained before the middle of the
fourth century. The Church at Rome was the first to celebrate our Lord's birth. Many think that the date of
December 25 was chosen to supplant the feast of the god Mithra and the solemn celebration of the birth of
the invincible sun god. Others think that the date was chosen for the same reason that the Roman pagans
honor the victory of the sun. It is around this date that the sun overcomes the darkness and the days become
longer. Several times the prophets call Jesus Christ "Sun of Justice." It was deemed proper to choose the
day when the sun begins its victorious cycle of light by shortening the duration of the night.
According to some sermons of St. Gregory of Nazianzus, he introduced this feast into the Eastern Church
about the year 379 or 388. After his departure from Constantinople the celebration of Christ's Nativity on
December 25 was neglected. In 395 Emperor Honorius reinstituted the celebration. St. John Chrysostom
tells us how he introduced this feast at Antioch sometime around 380. He explicitly says how he introduced
it in imitation of the Church at Rome. St. John believed that the Roman Christians knew the date of Christ's
birth better than anybody else since the imperial city archives were accessible to them.
The first mention of a preparatory period before Christmas is mentioned in a decree of the Council of
Saragossa (380). The Council Fathers stated that every Christian should daily go to church from December
17 until the Theophany (January 6th). At the Synod of Mac (581) in present day France it was decreed that
from November 11, the day of St. Martin, until December 24 every Christian should fast 3 times a week
(Monday, Wednesday, Friday).
Our pre-Nativity period of preparation developed rather late. Scholars do not agree about the exact time it
began. Some hold that it began in the sixth century. Others believe it began in the seventh or eighth
century. The present liturgical pre-Nativity season was finally established at the Council of Constantinople
(1166). The Council decreed that the fast would begin on November 15 and last until December 24
inclusive. Thus, there was created another 40 day fast.
The pre-Nativity fast is often called "Phillip's Fast" because it begins on the day after the feast of St. Phillip.
The fast was introduced to prepare the Church for a worthy celebration of the great and holy day of the Birth
of Christ. The regulations for the fast were far more lenient than the Great Fast before Pascha. Only
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday were days of strict fasting without meat, dairy products or oil (in Slavic
countries). On Sundays fish was permitted. Lay people were at first permitted to eat fish on other days, too,
until the monastic rigoristic influence prevailed. It is interesting to observe that the famous 12th century
Byzantine canonist Balsamon expressed the opinion that it would be enough if the lay people fasted only
one week before Christmas. In 1958 a modern Greek author, Christos M. Enislides, welcomes Balsamon's
suggestion and believes that the best solution would be for the Church at large to abstain from meat and
dairy products for 33 days. During the last seven days of the fast everybody should observe the strict fast.
To worthily meet our Lord and Savior, we should sanctify this pre-Nativity season of the Philippian Fast.
Sanctifying means spending our time in faith and in the service of God and in kindness towards our
neighbor, especially those who are in need of our assistance. And we should think of what we would have
been had Christ not come to our lowliness and poverty. Together with the whole of the Byzantine Church
we should try to meet Christ as he deserves to be met and as it will, in His mercy, best serve our spiritual
benefit! --Rev. Msgr. Russell A. Duker

Both Churches:
Liturgies for 2017. We are now taking request for Divine Liturgies for 2017. We ask that when possible requests be
submitted in writing with a daytime phone number. Requests will also be taken by email- stmichaelsukrainian@verizon.net or
stnicholassc@verizon.net. If placing the requests by phone, please do so between the hours of 10-3 Monday –Thursday.
Thank you for your help in this matter.
5th Annual Murphy Jewelers Bingo- Sunday, Dec. 4th .St. Nicholas Hall, Primrose. Doors open 11:00am, bingo starts
1:00pm. admission $25.00 includes 16 reg. games& 4 Specials. Special drawing for advanced ticket holders! call 570-5270899; 570-544-2800. Tickets also available at the door. Proceeds benefit St. Nicholas School.
Food Bank – As you know we maintain a food bank for those in need, this outreach is run solely on donations. We ask that
you find it in your heart to help these families . Please donate non- perishable foods or personal hygiene products to help stock
our depleted Food Pantry. Just a few items can be the difference between a child going to bed with a full tummy, or going to
bed hungry. Thank you for your giving spirit.
The Kurious – Friday Nov. 25th St. Nicholas Hall, Primrose. Doors open 7:00pm show starts 8:00pm. Admission $10.00. email mmahal@comcast.net call 570-544-4581. Proceeds benefit St. Nicholas School.
Christmas Bazaar- St John the Baptist 10th & Mahantongo St Pottsville. Saturday November 12th 11am-8pm over 80
themed baskets. Various Crafts, handmade items , Wreaths, Country Corner, Bargain Table, and Food. Preview weekendNovember 5th after 5pm Mass and November 6th after 8:15 and 10:30 and Masses, Pictures with Santa – bring your camera’s
and take pictures with Santa November 12th after 5:00 Mass and November 13th after 10:30 Mass.
Monthly Caregivers Support Group- Wednesday: November 16th – Cancer & Chronic Illness Support.: Wednesday
December 21st – Stages of Grief and Loss during the Holidays. RSVP at 570-621-7200 or Melissa.E.Clark@consulatehc.com
Luther Ridge at Seiders Hill 160 Red Horse Road , Pottsville PA
Meatball and Sausage Hoagie (with peppers & onions) sale sponsored by Divine Mercy Parish to be held on Saturday,
December 3, 2016 from 3:30 to 6:30 pm in St. Stephen Hall, corner of East Oak St. & South Main Streets. The cost of each
hoagie is $ 5.00 take out only. Order forms are available at the parish office, 108 West Cherry St., Shenandoah, PA 17976.
DEADLINE FOR RETURN: Sunday, November 27th
Paint & Sip is a fun and unique way to uncork your creativity as an experienced local artist takes you step by step through the
process of unleashing your inner Artist in order to recreate a masterpiece. Please join us on Saturday, November 12, 2016 at
6:00 p.m. in the school cafeteria located at 233 West Cherry Street, Shenandoah and bring home your own personal work of
art. Cost of adult ticket is $40.00. This is a BYOB event and is for adults age 21 and older only. Tickets can be purchased in
the school office. The last day to purchase tickets is November 2nd. No tickets will be available for purchase at the door.
Snacks and soda will be provided. Tickets must be presented at the event for admission. For more information contact
Christine Zuber Fannick.
St. Mary’s Villa, Sloatsburg-The Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate invite you on November 20th to the closing of the Holy Door
of Mercy at St. Mary’s Chapel. During the year hundreds of pilgrims have walked through the Holy Doors and received a plenary
indulgence, graces and blessings. Some of you joined us for the opening of the Holy Door on February 7th and we hope you can join
us on November 20th. If you plan on coming, please notify Sr. Kathleen at 845-753-2840 or e-mail her at srkath@gmail.com. A flyer
with more information is posted in the vestibule.
Parish Mission- This year we will be having a Parish Mission/modified to 40 Hours celebration. This spiritual program will begin
with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 4:00 PM on Sunday, November 20th with the opportunity for the Sacrament of Penance.
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament will be at 7:00 PM at Divine Mercy Parish, Shenandoah, PA. Immediately after Benediction,
part one of the Parish Mission will begin, led by Frank Runyeon who has starred in over 1,000 television shows over the last 20
years…opposite Meg Ryan on AS THE WORLD TURNS, on SANTA BARBARA, FALCON CREST, GENERAL HOSPITAL, LA
LAW and MELROSE PLACE. He is also an honors graduate of General Theological Seminary and Princeton University. Part One
is entitled “Luke: Stories of Mercy.”The Parish Mission/modified 40 Hours will continue on Monday, November 21st with Expositon
of the Blessed Sacrament at 4:00 PM with the opportunity for the Sacrament of Penance. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament will
be at 7:00 PM.The Parish Mission will continue with Part Two immediately after Benediction with Frank Runyeon. Part Two is
entitled “John: Signs of Mercy.”

PYLYPIVKA (ADVENT) PASTORAL OF THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC HIERARCHY
OF THE U. S. A. - TO OUR CLERGY, HIEROMONKS AND BROTHERS, RELIGIOUS SISTERS,
SEMINARIANS AND BELOVED FAITHFUL
Praise be Jesus Christ!
TIME TO REFLECT ON WHY WE ARE HERE IN THIS WORLD
With the commemoration of St. Philip on November 14th (Gregorian Calendar) or November 27th
(Julian Calendar), we begin the customary fast or preparation for the Feast of the Nativity of the Birth of
Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. It coincides with the hectic season of pre-Christmas preparations,
shopping for gifts for others, and invitations to participate in many social festive events. It truly becomes a
challenge for us to withdraw ourselves from our earthly appetites, as we attempt to facilitate more time for
prayer and meditation. When we become overwhelmed by such preparations, many of us step back and
wonder whether all these things really add to our happiness and our feelings of contentment. We reflect on
why we are here in this world.
Pope Francis, in the Apostolic Exhortation, “Joy of the Gospel”, says that you and I are “a mission
on this earth”, and that is the reason why you and I are here in this world. We are called to live as
missionaries who feel genuine happiness in seeking the good of others, in desiring their happiness. It is who
we are. The Holy Father calls us to draw nearer to others and to seek their welfare. In turn, our hearts are
opened wide to the Lord’s greatest and most beautiful gifts. “Whenever our eyes are opened to
acknowledge the other, we grow in the light of faith and knowledge of God”.
The recent beatification of Saint Teresa of Calcutta reminds us of a life dedicated “to give until it
hurts”. Mother Teresa gave of herself until it hurt, as she continued to give of her understanding,
compassion, care and devotion. She revealed to us that every person is worthy of our giving. Pope Francis
reminds us that “every human being is the object of God’s infinite tenderness, and He himself is present in
their lives. Every person is immensely holy and deserves our love”. Why are you here in this world? Pope
Francis tells us so beautifully, that “if I can help at least one person to have a better life, that already justifies
the offering of my life. We achieve fulfillment when we break down walls and our heart is filled with faces
and names!”
Herein lies our challenge during “Pylypivka” or Advent. Be still, calm yourself and hear the voice
of Jesus in your life in prayer and meditation. Go about your daily life energized with the closeness of the
Lord in your heart. Let Jesus be the source of your energy and that which you need for daily life. Choose to
draw nearer to others seeking their betterment in small ways. Open your eyes to be become more aware of
others and their challenges in life. Listen. Observe. Share of yourself in increased attentiveness to others.
Share from your abundance. Pope Francis observes that “we do not live better when we flee, hide, refuse to
share, stop giving and lock ourselves up in our own comforts. Such a life is nothing less than slow suicide”.
You will come to know that “it is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). You will be
able to “give until it hurts” because it will not hurt. Jesus will not ask more of you than you can handle.
You will do it with His joy and peace overtaking you. And, you will have come to understand why you are
here in this world as you prepare to celebrate the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
God bless you in ways only He can as you journey through “Pylypivka” or Advent in anticipation
of the birth of Jesus in the cave at Bethlehem. +Metropolitan Archbishop Stefan Soroka

November 14- Feast of St. Phillip, Apostle
St. Philipp, Apostle, one of the Twelve, was from Bethsaida of Galilee,
and was a compatriot of Andrew and Peter. He was instructed in the
teachings of the Law, and devoted himself to the study of the prophetic
books. Therefore, when the Lord Jesus called him to the dignity of
apostleship, he immediately sought out and found Nathanael and said to
him, "We have found Him of Whom Moses in the Law and the Prophets
did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph" (John 1.45).
Having preached Jesus the God-man throughout many parts of Asia
Minor, and having suffered many things for His Name's sake, he was
finally crucified upside down in Hierapolis of Phrygia.

The Theological Significance of Phillip’s Fast
Unlike the Great Fast before the Feast of the Resurrection (Pascha), the Philippian fast is seldom known or
practiced in the Byzantine Church. Often it is confused with the Roman Catholic practice of Advent.
Since the Nativity / Theophany events hold less importance than Pascha - the Feast of Feasts - (the
Resurrection), a detailed structure never evolved for the Philippian Fast. Yet the Philippian Fast is an
ancient practice in preparation for the Incarnation and Theophany of the Lord Jesus Christ. This 40 day fast
is important and should be preserved and practiced. The Philippian Fast can help us to better understand
and appreciate all of God's saving plan.
Without the structure and public events to guide us, the practice of the Philippian Fast has gradually fallen
off. Theologically, the birth and the public ministry of Christ are inextricably linked. The Philippian Fast
was created to prepare us to receive Christ into the world and begin His public ministry. They are two sides
of a single coin. The Philippian fast prepares us to receive the public ministry of Christ announced at
Theophany.
On arriving at Bethlehem and the Nativity on December 25th, we begin to prepare for the Theophany. We
do not stop at the Nativity. In our joy at God's arrival, we press forward and see the Theophany. With
Theophany we experience the beginning of Christ's revelation to us of the mysteries of God. Most
importantly, this event points out the Mystery of the Trinity, a mystery long hinted in the Old Testament. -Steve Puluka

A Brief History of Phillip’s Fastst
The oldest Christian feast is the Resurrection of our Lord (Pascha). This Holy Day includes a whole cycle
of feasts such as the Ascension and Pentecost. It is the great feast of our redemption and sanctification.
Later Holy Days followed slowly until the fourth century. After the Church won official recognition and
full freedom of worship and evangelization, our present calendar of festal celebration began to develop.
This development was motivated by the Church's desire to honor both the events in the life our Lord and
the memory of the holy martyrs. Eventually the Church established a full year Christian calendar.
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On arriving at Bethlehem and the Nativity on December 25th, we begin to prepare for the Theophany. We
do not stop at the Nativity. In our joy at God's arrival, we press forward and see the Theophany. With
Theophany we experience the beginning of Christ's revelation to us of the mysteries of God. Most
importantly, this event points out the Mystery of the Trinity, a mystery long hinted in the Old Testament. -Steve Puluka

A Brief History of Phillip’s Fastst
The oldest Christian feast is the Resurrection of our Lord (Pascha). This Holy Day includes a whole cycle
of feasts such as the Ascension and Pentecost. It is the great feast of our redemption and sanctification.
Later Holy Days followed slowly until the fourth century. After the Church won official recognition and
full freedom of worship and evangelization, our present calendar of festal celebration began to develop.
This development was motivated by the Church's desire to honor both the events in the life our Lord and
the memory of the holy martyrs. Eventually the Church established a full year Christian calendar.

We are familiar with the preparatory period before the Resurrection. This is the "Great Fast" or the "Holy
Forty Days' Fast". The celebration of the birth of our Lord cannot be ascertained before the middle of the
fourth century. The Church at Rome was the first to celebrate our Lord's birth. Many think that the date of
December 25 was chosen to supplant the feast of the god Mithra and the solemn celebration of the birth of
the invincible sun god. Others think that the date was chosen for the same reason that the Roman pagans
honor the victory of the sun. It is around this date that the sun overcomes the darkness and the days become
longer. Several times the prophets call Jesus Christ "Sun of Justice." It was deemed proper to choose the
day when the sun begins its victorious cycle of light by shortening the duration of the night.
According to some sermons of St. Gregory of Nazianzus, he introduced this feast into the Eastern Church
about the year 379 or 388. After his departure from Constantinople the celebration of Christ's Nativity on
December 25 was neglected. In 395 Emperor Honorius reinstituted the celebration. St. John Chrysostom
tells us how he introduced this feast at Antioch sometime around 380. He explicitly says how he introduced
it in imitation of the Church at Rome. St. John believed that the Roman Christians knew the date of Christ's
birth better than anybody else since the imperial city archives were accessible to them.
The first mention of a preparatory period before Christmas is mentioned in a decree of the Council of
Saragossa (380). The Council Fathers stated that every Christian should daily go to church from December
17 until the Theophany (January 6th). At the Synod of Mac (581) in present day France it was decreed that
from November 11, the day of St. Martin, until December 24 every Christian should fast 3 times a week
(Monday, Wednesday, Friday).
Our pre-Nativity period of preparation developed rather late. Scholars do not agree about the exact time it
began. Some hold that it began in the sixth century. Others believe it began in the seventh or eighth
century. The present liturgical pre-Nativity season was finally established at the Council of Constantinople
(1166). The Council decreed that the fast would begin on November 15 and last until December 24
inclusive. Thus, there was created another 40 day fast.
The pre-Nativity fast is often called "Phillip's Fast" because it begins on the day after the feast of St. Phillip.
The fast was introduced to prepare the Church for a worthy celebration of the great and holy day of the Birth
of Christ. The regulations for the fast were far more lenient than the Great Fast before Pascha. Only
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday were days of strict fasting without meat, dairy products or oil (in Slavic
countries). On Sundays fish was permitted. Lay people were at first permitted to eat fish on other days, too,
until the monastic rigoristic influence prevailed. It is interesting to observe that the famous 12th century
Byzantine canonist Balsamon expressed the opinion that it would be enough if the lay people fasted only
one week before Christmas. In 1958 a modern Greek author, Christos M. Enislides, welcomes Balsamon's
suggestion and believes that the best solution would be for the Church at large to abstain from meat and
dairy products for 33 days. During the last seven days of the fast everybody should observe the strict fast.
To worthily meet our Lord and Savior, we should sanctify this pre-Nativity season of the Philippian Fast.
Sanctifying means spending our time in faith and in the service of God and in kindness towards our
neighbor, especially those who are in need of our assistance. And we should think of what we would have
been had Christ not come to our lowliness and poverty. Together with the whole of the Byzantine Church
we should try to meet Christ as he deserves to be met and as it will, in His mercy, best serve our spiritual
benefit! --Rev. Msgr. Russell A. Duker

Both Churches:
Liturgies for 2017. We are now taking request for Divine Liturgies for 2017. We ask that when possible requests be
submitted in writing with a daytime phone number. Requests will also be taken by email- stmichaelsukrainian@verizon.net or
stnicholassc@verizon.net. If placing the requests by phone, please do so between the hours of 10-3 Monday –Thursday.
Thank you for your help in this matter.
5th Annual Murphy Jewelers Bingo- Sunday, Dec. 4th .St. Nicholas Hall, Primrose. Doors open 11:00am, bingo starts
1:00pm. admission $25.00 includes 16 reg. games& 4 Specials. Special drawing for advanced ticket holders! call 570-5270899; 570-544-2800. Tickets also available at the door. Proceeds benefit St. Nicholas School.
Food Bank – As you know we maintain a food bank for those in need, this outreach is run solely on donations. We ask that
you find it in your heart to help these families . Please donate non- perishable foods or personal hygiene products to help stock
our depleted Food Pantry. Just a few items can be the difference between a child going to bed with a full tummy, or going to
bed hungry. Thank you for your giving spirit.
The Kurious – Friday Nov. 25th St. Nicholas Hall, Primrose. Doors open 7:00pm show starts 8:00pm. Admission $10.00. email mmahal@comcast.net call 570-544-4581. Proceeds benefit St. Nicholas School.
Christmas Bazaar- St John the Baptist 10th & Mahantongo St Pottsville. Saturday November 12th 11am-8pm over 80
themed baskets. Various Crafts, handmade items , Wreaths, Country Corner, Bargain Table, and Food. Preview weekendNovember 5th after 5pm Mass and November 6th after 8:15 and 10:30 and Masses, Pictures with Santa – bring your camera’s
and take pictures with Santa November 12th after 5:00 Mass and November 13th after 10:30 Mass.
Monthly Caregivers Support Group- Wednesday: November 16th – Cancer & Chronic Illness Support.: Wednesday
December 21st – Stages of Grief and Loss during the Holidays. RSVP at 570-621-7200 or Melissa.E.Clark@consulatehc.com
Luther Ridge at Seiders Hill 160 Red Horse Road , Pottsville PA
Meatball and Sausage Hoagie (with peppers & onions) sale sponsored by Divine Mercy Parish to be held on Saturday,
December 3, 2016 from 3:30 to 6:30 pm in St. Stephen Hall, corner of East Oak St. & South Main Streets. The cost of each
hoagie is $ 5.00 take out only. Order forms are available at the parish office, 108 West Cherry St., Shenandoah, PA 17976.
DEADLINE FOR RETURN: Sunday, November 27th
Paint & Sip is a fun and unique way to uncork your creativity as an experienced local artist takes you step by step through the
process of unleashing your inner Artist in order to recreate a masterpiece. Please join us on Saturday, November 12, 2016 at
6:00 p.m. in the school cafeteria located at 233 West Cherry Street, Shenandoah and bring home your own personal work of
art. Cost of adult ticket is $40.00. This is a BYOB event and is for adults age 21 and older only. Tickets can be purchased in
the school office. The last day to purchase tickets is November 2nd. No tickets will be available for purchase at the door.
Snacks and soda will be provided. Tickets must be presented at the event for admission. For more information contact
Christine Zuber Fannick.
St. Mary’s Villa, Sloatsburg-The Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate invite you on November 20th to the closing of the Holy Door
of Mercy at St. Mary’s Chapel. During the year hundreds of pilgrims have walked through the Holy Doors and received a plenary
indulgence, graces and blessings. Some of you joined us for the opening of the Holy Door on February 7th and we hope you can join
us on November 20th. If you plan on coming, please notify Sr. Kathleen at 845-753-2840 or e-mail her at srkath@gmail.com. A flyer
with more information is posted in the vestibule.
Parish Mission- This year we will be having a Parish Mission/modified to 40 Hours celebration. This spiritual program will begin
with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 4:00 PM on Sunday, November 20th with the opportunity for the Sacrament of Penance.
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament will be at 7:00 PM at Divine Mercy Parish, Shenandoah, PA. Immediately after Benediction,
part one of the Parish Mission will begin, led by Frank Runyeon who has starred in over 1,000 television shows over the last 20
years…opposite Meg Ryan on AS THE WORLD TURNS, on SANTA BARBARA, FALCON CREST, GENERAL HOSPITAL, LA
LAW and MELROSE PLACE. He is also an honors graduate of General Theological Seminary and Princeton University. Part One
is entitled “Luke: Stories of Mercy.”The Parish Mission/modified 40 Hours will continue on Monday, November 21st with Expositon
of the Blessed Sacrament at 4:00 PM with the opportunity for the Sacrament of Penance. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament will
be at 7:00 PM.The Parish Mission will continue with Part Two immediately after Benediction with Frank Runyeon. Part Two is
entitled “John: Signs of Mercy.”

Upcoming Events – Mark Your Calendars!

Nov 13: How To Put Mercy into Practice

St. Michael:
Christmas Bingo THIS WEEKEND Sunday , November 13th . Doors open at 12 noon Early Bird at
1:15pm Bingo starts at 1:30pm Admission $25.00 *All Players must purchase an admission ticket *Advanced
ticket holders will be entered in a drawing for a Christmas Item . * Special Raffle - Bring non-perishable food
or paper products to get a chance for a special raffle – one chance per item For Tickets call 570-462-0809
Christmas Bingo- Help is needed for Christmas Bingo. Any time you can offer would be appreciated. Your
helping with cooking, set-up or the day of the event would be amazing. We also need desserts for the day of
the event. It would be wonderful if desserts had a Christmas theme, such a Christmas
cookies or cupcakes . If you can help in any way please let Steffy Rarick know, or
contact the rectory.

American Girl Doll Basket Raffle – Tickets for our American Girl Doll Basket
Raffle are now available. Please see Stephanie Rarick or the rectory for Tickets. Tickets
are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00. The basket includes: Lea Clark- the Girl of the Year Doll,
Lea’s Hiking outfit, Lea’s Hike Accessories, Lea’s Accessories, Softball Set, Summer
Hoodie Set, & Chocolate Glasses. Good Luck !

The Jubilee Year of Mercy will end next Sunday.
So what to we do now?
We put into practice all the insights and graces we
have gained during the past twelve months.
It is Saint Paul himself, in his letter to the early
church at Ephesus, who tells us how simple—and
necessary—this is.
“Be kind to one another, compassionate and mutually
forgiving,” he wrote, “just as God has forgiven you in
Christ.” (Ephesians 4:32)
But how difficult is this guidance! Because it’s up to us as individuals to swing the pendulum in the direction
of love and respect for others.
Will you hold the door open for unappreciative people behind? Let arrogant drivers cut in front of you? Greet
strangers with a smile as you go about your day?

Christmas Confessions- at St. Michael’s will be Tuesday, December 13th from 6 to 7 pm.
Pierogie Sale- The next Pierogie Sale will be December 12th. We are already SOLD OUT, but any help you
can give prepping , or working the day of the sale would be appreciated. Thank you.
Donation- We would like to thank William & Irene Mc Andrew for their generous donation to our building
fund.
Donation- We would like to thank Mary and Joseph J. Lesko Charitable Fund, a Donor Advised Fund of the
U.S. Charitable Gift Trust for their generous donation.
Shenandoah Catholic War Veterans Post 1107 is looking for new members. Any members of the Catholic
Faith is eligible to join. Call 570-462-9560 or 570-985-4968 for more information. Thanks – Joe Chowanes

St. Nicholas:
th

St Nicholas Banquet- The traditional St Nicholas Banquet will be held on Sunday, December 4 , 2016. The
dinner will be served at noon by the wait staff of the TNT Deli. The dinner will consist of roast beef, mashed
potatoes, green beans, gravy, cole slaw and bread with butter. Dessert will be cake and coffee and soda are
included. Donation is $12.00 Children 12 and under are free. Tickets available form Janet Buchinsky
beginning 10/23/16.
Christmas Confessions- at St. Nicholas will be Wednesday, December 14th from 6 to 7 pm
Memorial – The staff of the Bachman, Kulik and Reinsmith Funeral Directors have offered a donation In
Memory Of +Helen Salak
Sanctuary Light – Reservations for 2017 are being accepted. Please submit your requests in an envelope
with the $15.00 offering.

For those of you who are unaware, Fr. Myron was in a car accident earlier this week. While he is
recovering Fr. George Worschak will celebrate Divine Liturgy on the weekends.
Weekday liturgies are temporarily suspended until Fr. Myron is feeling better.
Fr. Myron would like to thank everyone for their concern & prayers.

Saint Theresa of Avila offers this advice: “Our Lord asks only two things of us: love for him and for our
neighbor. If we practice these perfectly, we shall be doing his will and so shall be united with him.” (Interior
Castle: V, 3)
Our prayer today: Merciful Lord of us all, help us wrap our thoughts, words and actions within the embrace
of your loving kindness, so that we are pleasing to you this day and always.

Christmas Bingo THIS WEEKEND
Sunday, November 13th, 2016
Doors open at 12 noon
Early Bird at 1:15pm Bingo starts at 1:30pm
Admission $25.00
*All Players must purchase an admission ticket
*Advanced ticket holders will be entered in a drawing for Christmas item .
* Special Raffle - Bring non-perishable food or paper products to get a chance for a special raffle –
one chance per item
Prizes: dinnerware & serving sets, nativity set, lighted trees, illuminated lawn decor, crystals and
stemware, figurines & florals, holiday baking/cookware, giftwrap essentials, house trim, themed
groupings Featured items from Lenox, Waterford, Princess House, Pfaltzgraff and more

St. Michael’s Church Hall 300 W Oak St , Shenandoah, PA
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR

Church Information
Rectory Hours- Monday – Thursday 10:00am- 3:00 pm - phone 570-462-0809 Closed holidays
Baptisms: Please contact the rectory to arrange a date with the pastor.
Confessions: By appointment, before Divine Liturgy or check your bulletin schedule.
Marriages: Those planning marriages must be active members of the parish, and must contact the
pastor at least 6 months in advance. Marriage preparation for couples is required
Emergencies & Pastoral Care: Please call the pastor if a parishioner is hospitalized or home
bound and is in need of the Eucharist or Anointing of the Sick.
New Parishioners are urged to register in the rectory office. Moving? Change of address? Please
notify the rectory.
Letters of Recommendation: for Sponsors of the sacraments will be issued only to active
members of the parish who are registered with the parish, receiving sacraments and supporting the
parish.
Mass Cards, Sanctuary Lights, and Other Candles etc.: Contact the rectory during office hours
for information.
Questions: Please contact the rectory, or see Msgr. Myron.
Weekly Contributions
Parishes Weekly Income: St. Michael: Contributions - $ 680.50 Construction Fund $20,000 St Nicholas
Mahanoy City Cemetery $500.00 Thank You!
St. Nicholas: Contributions - $1,038.00 Thank You!
Sanctuary Light: St. Nicholas In Memory of +Rosalie Rehnert by Jim & Anna Rehnert
Sanctuary Light: St. Michael God’s Blessings on Michael & Debbie Pytak on the Occasion of their 5th
Wedding Anniversary by Joe & Andrea Pytak
Seven Branch Candlestick- God’s Blessings for & in Memory of the Blaschak & Wolfe Families
4 Lamps of the Iconostas –. God’s Blessings & Good Health for Msgr. Grabowsky.
Lamps of the CrucifixLights of the TetrapodLights of the Tabernacle-

God bless you for your love and devotion to your parish!
Prayer Requests: Please remember those who are shut-ins, those in need, or who are ill or suffering and all those who
have requested our prayers. Please pray for those who put themselves in harm’s way to serve others such as those that
serve in the military protecting our country, firefighters, police, and emergency personal.
St. Michael
Ruth’s Mom *
Eva Koch
Dolores Kozie
Martha Hysock
Sandy Bankes*
Shannon’s Mom*
Matthew Morrisey
St. Nicholas
Peter Kadingo
Margaret Skrincosky
Mary Mistishen
Joseph Luckenbill

Helen O’Connell
Helen Beddall
Irene Flaherty
Tom Prete
Susan Chernesky
Maya Usewicz

Susan Enders
Dolores O’Connell Leahy
Helen Bereschak
Helen Sims
Mary Mazur
Keilbasa Family*

Christine Lenhart*
& Rosemary (Mother)
Bill McAndrew*
Andrea Pytak
Annie Cragen
Irene Yaroma

Laura Seasock

Joseph Salak
Anna Skrincosky
Catherine Washuta
Elizabeth Gulas

Jim Rehnert
Walter Mistishen
Andrew Skrincosky

Mary Kadingo
Metro & Helen Tarris

Items in this bulletin are from Fr. Daniel & St Josephat’s Bulletin , Archbishop Chancery, Vatican Website , Father Fields
Mustard Seeds by M. Kelly & The Church Signs Calendar 2015

Check out our updated website at www.first-ukrainian.com

SAINT MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL UKRAINIAN GREEK CATHOLIC CHURCH
114 South Chestnut Street, Shenandoah, Pennsylvania 17976
SAINT NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER UKRAINIAN GREEK CATHOLIC CHURCH
North Morris Street, Saint Clair, Pennsylvania 17970 Email – stnicholassc@verizon.net
Rectory (570) 462-0809
Fax (570) 462-0517 St. Michael’s Oak St. Hall (570) 462-2424
St. Michael’s Pierogie Hotline (570) 462-2424
Email- stmichaelsukrainian@verizon.net Website- www.first-ukrainian.com
Like us on Facebook@St Michael’s Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
Follow us on twitter @ stmichaelukr
Msgr. Myron Grabowsky – Parish Priest

Sunday, November 13th, 2016 26th Sunday After Pentecost
SAINT MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL WEEKLY SERVICES SCHEDULE

Saturday, November 12th
Sunday, November 13th
Tuesday, November 15th
Wednesday, November 16th
Friday, November 18th
Saturday, November 19th
Sunday, November 20th

3:30pm God’s Blessings on His People
10:30am +Michael Sr. & +Mary Krajcirik by Theresa Krajcirik
No Divine Liturgy
No Divine Liturgy
No Divine Liturgy
3:30pm +Michael & +Anna Smetana by Daughter, Ann
10:30am God’s Blessings on His People

SAINT NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER WEEKLY SERVICES SCHEDULE

Saturday, November 12th
Sunday, November 13th
Monday, November 14th
Thursday, November 17th
Saturday, November 19th
Sunday, November 20th

5:30pm +Louis & +Anna Zucal by Bernadette Bremer & Family
8:30am Deceased Members of the +Dana & +Plasha Families by
Children & Grandchildren
No Divine Liturgy
No Divine Liturgy
5:30pm +Jeanette Stock by Doris Chizmar
8:30am +Mary Toth by Ron & Diane Kalyan

St. Michael’s Lector Schedule:
Saturday, November 12th
Sunday, November 13th
Saturday, November 19th
Sunday, November 20th

Eph 5:9-19
Eph 5:9-19
Eph 6:10-17
Eph 6:10-17

Winifred Mohutsky
Sam Litwak
Nancy Sawka
Michelle Caputo

Eph 5:9-19
Eph 5:9-19
Eph 6:10-17
Eph 6:10-17

Bernadette Bremer
Lauralee Sadusky
Andrew Skrincosky
Dolores Sadusky

St. Nicholas Lector Schedule:
Saturday, November 12th
Sunday, November 13th
Saturday, November 19th
Sunday, November 20th

